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Same day result
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Window Period

NOTE: Times are approvimate and overage. A smatl percentage of people genevate respoases carfier or kater, shown by Nghter bars.

4. 2. HIV Antigens (Ag) — evidence of the virus and viral proteins (viral load and p24)
Exposure i} HIVRNA (viral load): average 7-14 days since exposure; 95% people: 3 days—6 weeks.
Viral load is sensitive 1 week before seroconversion symptoms

s ) p24: average 16 days; 95% people from 1-8 weeks, then reduces to very low levels »
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3. seroconversion: about 70% people get symptoms (30% do not).
Average 7-21 days, 95% people by 4 weeks; can be delayed by PEP.

14 days | I

4. HIv Antibodies (Ab) — your immune system makes antibodies

m to HIV. Average 25 days; 95% from 2-8 weeks; 99% by 12 weeks | '

Viral load tests can detect HIV | 4th generation (Ab/Ag) HIV tests detect 95% of Confirm a negative
one week before symptoms, | infections within 4 weeks. UK guldelines recommend result with a second
but are not used routinely. | testing at 4 weeks. Confirm with a second test after test three months

I three months later as 5% of people take longer. after your first test.
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1 Direct
- HIV p24 Ag 16 days
- HIV RNA 6-10 days
1 Indirect

- Ab 3-6 wks
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Diagnosis of HIV Infection

/7 < Anti-HIV Ab

\ .
e

| /

/

|
/ / “HIV p24 Ag
| . . . /L |

40 50 60 7

0 10 |29 3p 0O 80 90 100 365

1st Gen. Ab Assay

3rd Gen. Ab Assay

p24 Ag Assay

4th Gen. Ag/Ab Assay

17 22 31
tl Window: 3-5 days |-| ‘Sensitive’ Combo assays
HIV RNA vs
\ HIV Provirus DNA

7 Min 3 d to resolve the pool 6

Adapted from: Fiebig ef al AIDS, 17:1871-1879 (2003)
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Alogorithm Validation

} Sensitivity

} Specificity
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HIV testing Algorithms in Adults and Children >24 M
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N4
—| Al-, A2-
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Anti-HIV negative Anti-HIV Positive

Retest at 2 w and/or 1 m Retest sample 2
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1+ Quality of the specimen

} Performance of assay
BSensitivity
BESpecificity

1 Test limitation

1 Interference
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Test interpretation and report
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fnternal quality control : IQC
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